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WHAT IS WISEgrants? 
2 

 Single web-based portal for federal grants 
administered by DPI 

 

 Provides better opportunities for coordination of  
programs and funding 

 

 Increases the level of accountability and 
transparency  
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History 
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Phase 1 

• Similar systems for IDEA and ESEA  

• Launched in 2008-09 

• Completed May 2012 

Success! 
 

1. Eliminated redundant data entry 
2. Reduced the amount of time for LEAs to enter data (dropdown selections) 
3. Aligned budgets to WUFAR 
4. Pre-populated claims 
5. Allowed DPI to make timely changes when federal law changed  

 



Phase 2 
• WISEgrants for IDEA and ESEA 

• Projected release date June 2015 

Same: 
 

• Laws 
• “Top - Down” format for 

ESEA 
• Dropdown menus for 

costs 
• Web-based claims 
• Approval process for 

ESEA private school 
affirmations 

 
 

Different: 
 

• Software  
• “Top-Down” format for 

IDEA 
• More budget detail 
• Passwords 
• More flexibility for user 

rights 
• Ability to sort and filter 

columns on screen 
• Better audit trail 

 



Timeline 
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Phase 1 

• Similar systems for IDEA and ESEA  

• Completed May 2012 

Phase 2 

• WISEgrants for IDEA and ESEA 

• Projected release date June 2015 

Phase 3 

• WISEgrants with discretionary grants 

• Gradual release for ESEA and IDEA  
discretionary grants beginning in 2016 



DPI’s 
Approval 
Functions 

Budget and 
Claim 

Process 
Indirect 

District 
Authorizer 
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Omni Circular/EDGAR 

ESEA 

TI-A, TII-A, TIII-A,  

TI-C, TI-D 

IDEA 

Preschool 

Flow-Through 

Other Federal 
Grants 

“Opening” at a later 
date 

WISEgrants 
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Security Overview 
7 

 Application Security Manager  (ASM) Tool 

 Security tool that provides access to WISEgrants 

 Utilized WAMS for login ID and password management 

 

 

 

 

Applications currently part of  
the ASM Tool:  

 
• Postsecondary Transition Plan 
• SAFE 
• School Directory 
• School Performance Report 
• WISEdash for Districts 
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All users 
must have a 
WAMS ID 

Link for Step-by-Step Instructions for WAMS IDs 
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/wise/pdf/wams-guide.pdf 
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Security Overview 
9 

 District Security Administrator (DSA) 
 Uses the ASM tool to manages access to DPI’s secure 

applications 

 Superintendent or an appointee  

 Assigns  and removes WISEgrants Application 
Administrators in the ASM tool 

 List of current DSAs https://apps2.dpi.wi.gov/ldsutil/admin/ 

 

 WISEgrants Application Administrators 
 Assigns user access in the ASM tool 

 Assigns user rights in WISEgrants 

 Assigns District Authorizer in WISEgrants 
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Security Overview 
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 WISEgrants Users 

 Users who will edit or view assigned grant applications  

 Program staff, fiscal staff, school leaders, district leaders, etc.  

 District Authorizer  

 Designee in the district to electronically sign forms and claims 
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Security Overview 

 Secure Home 

 Secure webpage to access secure applications and tools 

 WAMS ID 

 

 Use Secure Home to Login to the following: 

 ASM 

 WISEdash 

 SAFE 

 PTP 

 WISEgrants 

 Etc. 

 



Step 1: Get Started 
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A. Determine who is the District’s DSA  

 The DSA is the gatekeeper for security (ASM)  

 https://apps2.dpi.wi.gov/ldsutil/admin/ 

 

 If a DSA is not assigned or if the DSA is incorrect, the 
District Administrator will need to complete this 
electronic form 
https://helpdesk.dpi.wi.gov/DistrictAccess.html  

 

 The District Administrator need a WAMS ID to submit this 
form to the DPI helpdesk 
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Step 1: Get Started  
13 

B. District leaders determine who will be the  

o WISEgrants Administrator(s)  

o WISEgrant Users 

o WISEgrant User(s) assigned with District Authorizer(s) 
rights 

 

C. WISEgrant Application Administrator(s) collect 
WAMS ID (not password) from all WISEgrant users 
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All users 
must have a 
WAMS ID 

Link for Step-by-Step Instructions for WAMS IDs 
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/wise/pdf/wams-guide.pdf 
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Step 2: Provide Access in ASM Tool 
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A. DSA logs into the ASM tool and assigns access to 
the WISEgrant Application for the  designated 
WISEgrants Application Administrator(s) 

 

B. WISEgrants Application Administrator(s) log into 
the ASM tool and assigns access to  the WISEgrant 
Application to themselves AND the WISEgrant 
Users 
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Quick Start Video for the 
ASM tool  

(for DSAs and application administrators) 
 

http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imc
e/wise/mp4/ASM140416.mp4 

 
If you have questions or need further assistance 
regarding the ASM tool (for DSAs and application 

administrators) please submit a ticket through DPI's 
Online Helpdesk 
 
Help Ticket:  http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/asm-help-ticket 
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Step 3: Provide Access in WISEgrants 
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A. WISEgrant Application Administrators logs into 
WISEgrants and  

1) Views list of users given WISEgrants access in ASM  

2) Edits access rights for WISEgrants Users  

3) Provides District Authorizer rights to appropriate 
WISEgrants Users 

 

B. WISEgrants Users can login to WISEgrants using 
Secure Home 
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The Subrecipient Decides Access 
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The subrecipient will determine who within and 
outside of the district will have access to their 
applications (and this can be done at the grant-level) 

 CESA or CCDEB staff 

 Independent Auditors 
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Users who have been identified as “District Authorizers” by the 
WISEgrants administrator(s) will go to a single location to 
access and sign off on federal grant assurances, verifications 
and claims for ESEA and IDEA 



Grant Relationships 
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 Subrecipient – Responsible for all programmatic and 
fiscal requirements (signs assurances) 

 

 Third Party Grant Administrator – Is not the grant 
subrecipient, but contracts with subrecipient to 
manage application  

 

 Consortium Leader (if allowed by grant) – Multiple 
allocations become one under a single subrecipient 
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Each grant will require the user to select how it will be 
managed – consistent approach for all federal programs 
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Title III Consortia 
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Districts select a consortium leader, which automatically 
generates a verification form to be digitally “signed” by a 
district authorizer 

 

Consortium leaders can see the status of verification “sign 
offs” after district selections 

 

Once verification form is signed off, the process of 
consortium selection is complete – no extra steps for 
consortium leaders! 
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Collecting Enrollment Numbers 
27 

 Process remains the same for Titles I and II 

 

 IDEA will begin collecting student with disability 
enrollment numbers at private schools and Title I 
Schoolwide schools to determine set-aside amounts 
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Planning Reservations 
28 

 Remains the same for ESEA 

 

 IDEA will now contain a section in which districts reserve 
funds, when applicable, for: 

 Equitable Participation 

 CEIS  

 Title I Schoolwide set-aside 
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Many of the tables are being built so that “Last Edited By” can be 
displayed –  
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Budget fields will look the same for all grants.  
What is required will be based on the program. 

 



• Train DPI and CESA Staff  

• Launch WISEgrants Website 

May  

2015 

• Provide technical assistance to 
district users  

• Release WISEgrants 

June 

2015 

• Develop DPI’s application approval functions 

• Develop LEAs claiming functions 

• Develop DPI’s claiming approval functions 

Summer 

2015 


